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“Gray Davis was never in a 
position to play Santa Claus,” 
said Steve Maviglio, press 
flack for the former California 
governor who was recalled by 
voters in 2003.

Maviglio was comparing Davis’ 
relative misfortune, back then 
— in not having a pandemic 
and the resulting economic 
stimulus — to today’s prospects for current Governor 
Gavin Newsom, who likewise faces a citizen-
initiated recall. Yet, while 18 years ago Davis both 
cut budgets and raised taxes, Newsom has now 
discovered an extra $100 billion of spendable funds 
to let him off that hook. 

California’s whopping budget surplus of $75.7 
billion? Just the beginning. Democrats in Congress 
wanted to help with even more tax dollars, voting to 
drop-ship Golden State pols another $26 billion as 
part of the stimulus bill . . . which every Republican 
opposed, calling it at the time a move to “supply the 
Governor of California with a special slush fund.”

“Newsom wants to hand out cash before California 
recall election,” Politico headlined its story on 

Monday, informing that the embattled governor was 
quick to “tell Californians he wants to give them 
cash and pay some of their utility bills and back 
rent,” and noting specifically: “Checks would arrive 
in voters’ mailboxes not long before ballots do 
this fall.”

One key part of Newsom’s $100 billion 
“California Comeback Plan” is to give $600 “to 
some two-thirds of state residents in households 
making up to $75,000, along with $500 to families 
with dependents.”*

“It’s very significant,” offered former Gov. Davis, 
arguing “the future looks brighter as evidenced by 
the checks the public will soon receive.” 

Whose future, precisely? Not Californians, 
really. Newsom’s.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

----------------------------- 
* “Unlike the federal stimulus aid, undocumented immigrants and 
their families will be eligible to receive a state tax rebate,” The 
Sacramento Bee explained. “In fact, undocumented immigrants 
with dependent children will be eligible for $1,000 for family checks, 
double what other California families will receive, in order to make 
up for the lack of support at the federal level, according to Finance 
Director Keely Bosler.” [Emphasis added.] Must they document that 
they are undocumented? 
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