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“Our focus was to get Trump 
out of office,” explains 
CNN Technical Director 
Charlie Chester in video 
surreptitiously recorded and 
recently released by the 
gotcha video journalists of 
Project Veritas. 

The group had reached higher 
at the cable network, last December, unveiling 
comments made by CNN Worldwide President Jeff 
Zucker and Political Director David Chalian during 
an internal conference call to spike coverage of the 
Hunter Biden laptop story . . . with plenty of obvious 
political prejudice. 

Last summer, as the presidential campaign settled 
into a two-man race pitting Republican Donald 
Trump against Democrat Joe Biden, The New York 
Times reported that, “Russia Secretly Offered Afghan 
Militants Bounties to Kill U.S. Troops, Intelligence 
Says,” adding, “The Trump administration has been 
deliberating for months about what to do about a 
stunning intelligence assessment.”

“There may not have been Russian bounties on US 

troops in Afghanistan after all,” reads the Military 
Times’ headline, after the Biden Administration 
acknowledged “low to moderate confidence” in the 
intel that previously seemed gospel-true.

Calling it “one of the most-discussed and 
consequential news stories of 2020,” Glenn 
Greenwald notes, “It was also, as it turns out, one of 
the most baseless.”

Yet another big narrative has unraveled with the 
Washington, D.C., medical examiner concluding that 
Capitol Police officer Brian Sicknick “suffered two 
strokes and died of natural causes.”

“So The New York Times on January 8 published an 
emotionally gut-wrenching but complete fiction that 
never had any evidence — that Officer Sicknick’s 
skull was savagely bashed in with a fire extinguisher 
by a pro-Trump mob until he died,” Greenwald 
summarizes at Substack, “and, just like the now-
discredited Russian bounty story also unveiled by 
that same paper, cable outlets and other media 
platforms repeated this lie over and over in the most 
emotionally manipulative way possible.”

That’s “the news”?

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

On the web at: thisIsCommonSense.org    |  Think Freely Media, 190 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603  |  FAX: 703-910-7728

CommonSense Paul Jacob

Calling it “one of the most-
discussed and consequential 
news stories of 2020,” Glenn 

Greenwald notes, “It was 
also, as it turns out, one of 

the most baseless.”


