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Over the last year, 
we have learned that 
the risk to children 
and teachers of being 
infected by the COVID-19 
virus while in classrooms 
is relatively low.

Although precautions are warranted to 
keep that risk as low as possible, resuming 
in-person classwork is feasible. Many 
parents therefore want their kids back in 

school. Especially if those kids find it hard 
to learn “virtually.”

But around the country, many teachers, 
led by adamant teachers unions, refuse to 
return to work. Chicago, California, West 
Virginia, and DC are among the cities and 

states having trouble getting teachers to 
reenter classrooms.

I encourage parents to consider teaching 
their kids themselves (as my wife and I 
have done, her mainly). Not every family 
can homeschool. But some who could do 
it just haven’t given the possibility much 
thought. Now would be the time to give it a 
little more thought.

More parents could also send their kids to 
private schools with the help of tax breaks or 
vouchers. What I mean is that if a kid costs 
$5,000 a year to educate at a public school, 
let parents have $5,000 in the form of a tax 
credit or voucher to send their kid to a private 
school that is open for business.

The politics of expanding school choice is 
often difficult. But if more parents start 
pushing, we can do this. Beleaguered 
parents in teacher-union-blockaded 
regions have a good argument: the fact 
that they have no other choice.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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