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 “Over the course of April 
and throughout May,” 
writes Timothy McLaughlin 
in The Atlantic, “Beijing was 
undertaking aggressive actions 
across Asia.” These include:

• The ramming — and sinking — 
of a Vietnamese vessel in the 
South China Sea.

• Intrusive surveying by a Chinese research 
vessel (plus coast-guard and other ships) near 
a Malaysian oil rig, drawing warships from the 
United States and Australia. 

• Creating two administrative units on islands in 
the South China Sea claimed by Vietnam. 

• Ugly if predictable rage directed towards 
Taiwan, “whose handling of the pandemic 
has won plaudits and begun a push for more 
international recognition.”*

Bursting out of Wuhan, did the coronavirus 
pandemic, responsible so far for taking more 
than 350,000 lives worldwide, not make the 
Chinese rulers look bad enough?**

Now the Butchers of Beijing move against Hong 
Kong, today considering a so-called “national 
security law” to further take away Hongkongers’ 
civil liberties. The CCP gang is so insecure they 

cannot stand to hear Hong Kong crowds boo 
the Chinese national anthem at soccer matches. 
So the new law will punish the Bronx cheer with 
three years in prison.

Months ago, former New York Mayor and short-
lived Democratic presidential candidate Michael 
Bloomberg argued that America would “have to 
deal with China” . . . “to solve the climate crisis. . . 
. because our economies are inextricably linked.”

Yesterday, showing more backbone, the U.S. 
Congress passed legislation asking the Trump 
Administration to sanction Chinese officials over 
the camps imprisoning Uighurs. Meanwhile, 
responding to China’s Hong Kong clampdown, 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared the 
territory “not autonomous” from China, which 
could lead to a big change in trade status.

It is getting harder to ignore this menace in Asia.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

--------------------------- 
* For some reason, Mr. McLaughlin left the recent border 
clashes between China and India, which have left 100 soldiers 
injured, off his list. 

 ** They looked especially bad after it came out that the 
Chinese government had arrested doctors in Wuhan to cover 
it up.
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